Using Health Care Claims Data to Assess the Prevalence of Hodgkin Lymphoma and Relapsed or Refractory Hodgkin Lymphoma in the United States.
Although most patients with Hodgkin lymphoma (HL) respond to primary therapy, some patients experience relapses or are refractory to treatment (RR-HL). The objectives of this study were to investigate the prevalence of HL and RR-HL in the United States by using a large health care claims database. Patients with ≥1 diagnosis for HL between January 1, 2013, and September 30, 2014 (prevalence assessment period), in the MarketScan Commercial and Medicare databases were identified. RR-HL patients were identified as any HL patient with any record for either an autologous stem cell transplantation (ASCT) or brentuximab vedotin (BV) treatment between January 1, 2010, and September 30, 2014 (entire study period). Prevalence rates of HL and RR-HL were calculated as the number of patients with HL or RR-HL divided by the total number of persons with insurance enrollment during the prevalence assessment period (January 1, 2013-September 30, 2014) in the MarketScan databases. Age- and sex-specific prevalence rates for HL and RR-HL were estimated. The estimated prevalence rates based on the claims database analysis were applied to the US national population estimates from the US Census Bureau to project the national prevalence of HL and RR-HL in the United States. Of persons with any insurance enrollment in the MarketScan databases during the prevalence assessment period (N = 58,968,235), 24,812 (0.04%) were identified as having HL (mean age, 48.6 years) between January 1, 2013, and September 30, 2014. Of this HL population, 712 (2.87%) were identified as RR-HL patients, with 432 (1.74%) having received ASCT, 199 (0.80%) having received BV, and 81 (0.33%) having received both ASCT and BV treatments during the study period. According to the national projection according to the US Census population estimate, the overall number of persons with HL in the United States was estimated at 149,615 (469.2 per 1 million) in 2014, with 2.72% (N = 4077; 12.8 per 1 million) having RR-HL. Among patients in the United States with HL, the proportion of RR-HL patients during the study period was estimated at <3% of the HL population.